
Unit: 1 

Grade Level: 8th Grade American History 
Unit Name: Early Americas and Native Americans 
Pacing: 2- 3 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
6-8-A-H-1-CC-A 
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of related events in 
American History. 
 
 
 
6-8.AH.1.G.A  
 Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
in American history prior to c. 1870. 
  
 

Learning Targets: 
 
⮚   I can analyze European Exploration. 

⮚   I can analyze indigenous people. 

⮚   I can create a sequence of events of 

European Exploration. 
 
 
 

⮚   I can use maps to trace migration to 

the Americas (land bridge). 

⮚   I can use maps to trace Native 

American tribal settlement. 

⮚   I can use maps to trace exploration. 

 

Supporting Standards:  
6-8.AH.1.CC.B  

Explain connections between historical context 

and peoples’ perspectives at the time in 

American history 

6-8.AH.1.CC.D  

Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 

questions about American history prior to 

1870, to determine helpful resources and 

consider multiple points of views represented 

in the resources. 

6-8.AH.1.CC.E  

Analyze the causes and consequences of a 

specific problem in American history prior to c. 

1870 as well as the challenges and 

opportunities faced by those trying to address 

the problem. 

6-8.AH.2.CC.A  

Trace the causes and consequences of 

indigenous peoples arriving in the Americas 

beginning c. 15,000 BCE.  

6-8.AH.2.GS.A  

Compare the governmental systems of 

European powers to determine their effect on 

colonization in the Americas. 

6-8.AH.1.G.B  
 Explain how the physical and human 
characteristics of regions in the Americas 
prior to c. 1870 are connected to changing 
identity and culture.  
6-8.AH.1.G.C  
Locate major cities of Missouri, the United 



States, and the world; states of the United 
States and key world nations; the world’s 
continents, and oceans; and major 
topographical features of the United 
States. 
6-8.AH.2.G.A 

Analyze diverseNative American cultures in 

North, Central and South America to explain 

the way they adapted to their various 

environments.  

6-8.AH.3.G.A  

Draw conclusions about regional conflict and 

cooperation as a consequence of physical 

geography 

6-8.AH.5.G.A  

Analyze the United States’ geography of North, 

South, and West in order to explain their 

regional cultural, social and economic 

differences. 

6-8.AH.2.EC.A  

Compare sources of labor, emerging economic 

production, and availability of land in the New 

World and their impact on economic 

development in North and South America. 

6-8.AH.1.PC.B 

Using an American history lens, examine the 

origins and impact of social structures and 

stratification on societies and relationships 

between peoples.  

6-8.AH.2.PC.A  

Analyze the religious, cultural, political and 

intellectual developments of Spanish, 

Portuguese, British and French regions to 

explain the development of diverse cultures 

throughout the Americas. 

6-8.AH.2.PC.C  

Compare and contrast the interaction of 

European settlers with Native Americans in 



both North and South America. 

6-8.AH.4.PC.B  

Analyze the experiences of enslaved peoples in 

North and South America to determine the 

cultural impact and enduring consequences. 

 

Big Ideas: 
 
United States Geography 

 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
How does geography affect people’s lives? 

How did European exploration impact Navie 

American cultures? 

How did European exploration affect the 

development of America? 

 

Vocabulary: 
 
Migration 
Conquistador 
Glacier 
Settlement  
Surplus 
Civilization 
Culture 
Diffusion 
Feudalism 
Manor 
Crusades 
Silk Road 
Caravan 
Renaissance 
Colony 
Columbian Exchange 
Circumnavigate 

 
 

 


